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ARTICLE ASSEMBLIES 

This invention relates to article assemblies and, more particularly, to a method of, and 
apparatus for, interconnecting a plurality of articles to form an interconnected assembly. 

A problem with making an assembly of articles resides in the feet that the articles are 
individually displaceable relative to other articles in the assembly and, accidentally, if one 
article is displaced relative to other articles in the assembly the assembly can become 
unsightly, or partially or wholly collapse, depending upon the position of the displaced article 
in the assembly. 

A farther problem exists with relatively thin books, files and the like articles having one 
relatively small dimension in one plane in that, whilst the articles can be assembled into a 
stack, the articles cannot be safely arranged in upright positions, that is with their major plane 
in a substantially vertical plane, without the danger of the articles toppling from their vertical 
planes. 

The present invention seeks to provide a method for interconnecting articles for form an 
interconnected assembly of articles. 

According to the presort invention there is provided a method fo 

articles to form an assembly of articles comprising the steps of providing each article in the 
assembly with an area of hook and loop fastening material and forming the assembly by 
assembling the articles in a manner to allow the area of hook and loop fastening of one article 
to engage and connect with the area of hook and loop fastening on the other article. 

The hook and loop fastening material may be of any suitable type, including that known as 
VELCRO (Registered Trade Mark) 

In a preferred embodiment each article has more than one area of hook and loop fastening 
material secured thereto, 
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Pref^bly the method includes the steps of applying an area ofhook and loop fasten** 
material to opposite sides of each of said articles, whereupon a plurality of articles can be 
in1eiron nectedby^ and loop fastening arens to 
a trow or stack. 

When the articles to be connected are rectangular form the method preferably includes the 
steps of applying an area of hook and loop 'fastening material to the two sides, the bottom, 
a ^ 1h etop.ofea*aiticle.aodwh« 
of said articles. 

In a further method according to the invention, and wherein the articles ate to be stacked in 
a plurality of assemblies of stacked «ows of said articles, each article is provided with an area 
ofhook and loop fastening on all six sides. 

In such an embodiment the areas ofhook and loop fastening may be provided attfaesame 
locations for each article and, for «canmle,m the evem that *ea^ 
m form, an area of hook and loop fastening may be applied to the central regions of each face 
of the article. Apluralhyofbook and loop fastening areas may be applied to each 
maybe applied at or adjacent each comet of each face. 

The invention also eiwisagesap^ 

lfaantwoartklesaweachprovkkdwM» and loop fastening, the areas ofhook 

and loop fastening being so located that the articles can be assembled together with the areas 
ofhook and loop fastening in contacting relationship. 

In a one preferred embodiment where a.row of articles are to be interconnected to form an 
assembly, each article preferably has an ansa of nook and loop fastening applied to opposite 
sides of the article. 

In a further embodiment in accordance with the invention, wherein the articles are to be 
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assembled in a plurality of stacked row, each article includes an area of hook and loop 
fastening cm its two sides, its top, and its bottom. 



^utiiffimg^ ArrfrTti fhe fomi of cubes, ^^ch^itidejjiay iiHve 

wuQm t jts ho nt panel 




t\tf fl»vjujciieut inVeixSoii "tbc Alludes .ace -BohstanttaDy Sal .and are * 
^^idrfMath^anaitt^teok and loop fa strrmig on adjacent at least orteedge, Prtsferiftly 
tiresi^^ And loop festering is provided on ami about 




rSn&m^tinb&iM aityxo«vt3iieiitpdygon.Such shapes may intum * 

la 




The invention will now be described further by way of example with reference to the 
accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 shows a front view of a file for cemtaining papers; 
Figure 2 shows a side view of an assembly of files of the type shown in Figure I ; 
Figure 3 shows a perspective view of an article for use in an assembly of stacked rows ; 
Figure 4 is a front view of a plurality of stacked fixed rows of an assembly in accordance with 
the invention; 4 

Figure 5 shows perspective view of a pair of articles aligned for assembly in accordance with 
another embodiment of the invention; 

1^iiin6£ Shows a perspective view of an article with an alternative arrangement of hook and 

Figure 7 shows a plan of a pair of panels assembled along abutting edges in accordance with 
another embodiment of the invention; and 

Figure 8 shows a plurality of the panels of Figure 7 assembled to form a polygon. 



4 
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With such an arrangement as thai shown in Figure 3 any assembly of such articles IS may be 
constructed, from two articles upwards, by amply bringing together a major fece 16 to 21 
inclusive of one oticle 1 5 and a major surface 16 to 21 inclusive of a second article 1 5 and, 
when die two major feces axe b^u^t together, die hook and loop fastening strip 22 on the 
centre of one major face of one article will engage the hook and loop fastening 22 on the 
facing surface of the other article 1 S. 

Figure 4 shows a front view of one form of assembly of articles 1 S arranged in vertically 
aligned, stacked rows of articles 15. All the articles IS have their front faces 17 lying on a 
single continuous plane, whereupon all their rear surfaces, 19, will automatically lie in a 
single continuous plane. The assembly is constructed by bringing the articles 1 S together to 
form the rows of articles 1 5 with the rows in stacked relationship. 

Thus, the first row A is completed by assembling the row A with the side face 18 of each 
article in contacting relationship with the side face 16 of die adjacent article 15 and with the 
hook and loop fastening strips 22 of the faces 16 and 18 ra contacting relationship. The 
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In Figure la wallet or wrapping 11 for papm is <rf rectangular fonn and is provided, at the 

mid-region of each of its major feces, with an arcaof hook and loop feslening 12. Asthearea 

ofhook and loop festern^ 12 for each major fa^ 

is to say mid-way between the top and bottom edges lift lib and mid^^ 

to side edges life 1 14 a plurality of such wallets 1 1 can be assembled, as shown in Figure 

2, and each area ofhook and loop festering 12 on each wallet 11 will engage with an area of 

hook and loop fastening 1 2 on an adjacent wallet 1 1 to form an assembly of said wallets 1 1 . 

This form of assembly is important in the art in that, for example, a plurality of documem 

wallets 11 can be readily interconnected to 



Figure 3 shows a perspective view of an article 15 of cubic form having sides 16, 17, 1 8, 19, 
top 20 and bottom 21 and, the article 15 includes an area of hook and loop fastening 22 at the 
centre of area of each major fece 17 to 21 of the article 15. j 
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second row Bofthe articles is th^ 

its&cxl6incomBctwiththefk^ 18 of the adjacent article 15, and it$ bottom surface 21 in 
contact with the top 20 of the article 15 in row A directly beneath the row B article. 

This mode of buildup is continued until the desired number of rows and stacks of rows of 
articles 15 have been assembled 

A plurality of such assembli es can be assembled and held to gether by contact fastening with 
the hook and loop fastening areas of the adjacent stacks. 

Whilst one method of making a stack of rows of articles 15, and a plurality of stacks of 
articles 15, have been described it will be appreciated that other ways and means of 
assembling rows and stacks of rows of articles 15 will be apparent to persons skilled in the 
art. 

In FigureS a pair of articles 15a of cubic fonn are shown having hook and loop fastening 
areas 22a thereon adjacent each comer of each face 1 6a to 20a. Figure 6 shows an article 
similar to thai of Figure 5 but the hook and loop fastening areas arc merged into corners 22b . 

f * 

In Figure 7 flat articles in the form of panels 23 are shown with an area of hook and loop 
fastening 24 on each edge thereof. In Figure 8 panels of the type shown in Figure 7 are 
assembled to form a polygon. 
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CLAIMS j 

1. A method for interconnecting at least two articles to form an assembly of articles ; 

i 

comprises the steps of providing each article in the assembly with an area of hook and loop I 
fastening material and fanning the assembly by assembling the articles in a manner to allow 
the area of hook and loop fastening of one article to engage and connect with the area of hook 
and loop fastening on the other article. 

2. A method as in Claim 1 wherein each article has more than one area of hook and loop 

fastening material secured thereto. j 

3. A method as in Claim 1 or 2 wherein the method includes the steps of applying an 
area of hook and loop fastening material to opposite sides of each of said articles, whereupon 

a plurality of articles can be interconnected by the hook and loop fastening areas to al low the ; 
articles to be assembled in a row or stack. 

4. A method as in any preceding Claim wherein the articles to be connected are 
rectangular and the method includes the steps of applying an area of took and loop fastening 

material to the two sides, the bottom, and the top, of each article, and whereupon the articles > 
are able to be assembled to form stacked rows of said articles, \ 

5. A method as in Claim 4 wherein the articles are to be stacked in a plurality of 1 
assemblies of stacked rows of said articles, and each article is provided with an area of hook 

and loop fastening on all six sides. 

6. A method as in claim 5 wherein the areas of hook and lc^>p fastening art be provided ] 
at the same locations for each article. j 

7. A method as in Claim 6 wherein the articles to be stacked are cubic in form, an area 
of hook and loop fastening is be applied to the central regions of each face of the article. 

8. A method as in Claim 6 or 7 wherein a plurality of hook and loop fastening areas is 

applied to each face, and at oradjacent each corner of each face. 1 

9. A method as any preceding claim wherein a row of articles are to be interconnected 
to form an assembly, each article has an area of hook and loop fastening applied to opposite 
sides of the article. 

10. A method as in Claim 1 wherein the articles are substantially flat and are provided 

i 

with an area of hook and loop fastening on or adjacent at least one edge. 

6 f 
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11. A method as to Claim 10 wherein the articles are in the form of panels and hook and 
loop fastening is provided on or about each edge thereof. 

12. An article for use with any one of the methods claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 9 
wherein said article is thxee-amcnaioiial and is provided with at least one are of hook and 
loop fastening. ••; 

13. An article for use with any one of the methods claimed in any one of Claims 1 to 6 and 
1 0 and 1 1 wherein said article is two-dimensional and is provided with at least one area of 
hook and loop fastening. 

14. An article as in cither of Claims 12 or 13 wherein there is provided more than one 
area of hook and loop fastening. 

15. Apparatus for practising any one of the methods of Claims 1 to 11 wherein more than 
two articles are each provided with an area of hook and loop rasterring, the areas of hook and 
loop fastening being so located that the articles can be assembled together with the areas of 
hook and loop fastening in. contacting relationship. 
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